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A PL AIN ANSWER 
to a Late PawreuLeT, entitled, Die 
Dafs of Pawnbroking OE and 
. ye 228 


HE pamphlet entitled An Apology 
Per ibe Buſineſs of Pawnbroking, 
= is full of falſe Reaſoning and Mit 


taking of Facts; and in ſeveral Places con. 
tradicts itſelf, Therefore, in order to an- 
ſwer the fame in a ſummary Way, I ſhall 
firſt demonſtrate to the Public, that the 
Pawnbrokers are not only Encouragers of 
Thieves, by receiving of the ftolen Goods; 
but alſo of all other Vices, ſuch as Whoring 
and Gaming. Secondly, that they at pre- 
ſent act in open Defiance of the Laws of this 
Nation. And, laftly, offer ſome Hints to 
the Legiſlature, for the better and more ef- 
fectual regulating of the Buſineſs of — 


broking. EE 051 
= B dat 


| (2) 

But beforc I enter upon the particulat 
Heads, I cannot help making my Obſerva- 
tions upon the many ſcandalous Reflections 
mentioned in the ſaid Book, by the Author 
thereof; who has been ſo wanton in his Ex- 
preſſions, as not only to reflect on the mi- 
| niſterial Part of the Law, but alfo to attack 
1 the judicial Part, even the Judges and the 
| Juries ; by uſing the moſt opprobrious Lan- 
| | guage, ſuch as, the Court inraged andthe Jury 
{ prepoſſeſſed, the Witneſſes perjured and 

Managers for their Adverſary guilty of ſub- 
=. orning Witneſſes. Such Expreſſions as theſe 
. are indeed very bad, and in caſe the Au- 
thor of that Pamphlet cannot make his Al- 
legations good, he ought in an exemplary 
Manner to be puniſhed for the ſame. But 
to turn theſe ſcandalous Aſperſions, falſely 
and maliciouſſy thrown by the ſaid Book on 
all Judges and juries, upon the Pawnbrokers 
themſelves, I will venture to ſay, that they 
are the Perfons that incenſe Juries againſt 
themſelves ; for whenever the Pawnbrokers, 
or any of them, have any Cauſe depending 
in any Court, touching their Buſineſs of 
Pawnbroking, the Expences are paid out of 

the Fund by them for that Purpoſe eſta- 


bliſhed, 


(2) 
L bliſhed, and even theſe honeſt fair-dealing 


 F Pawnbrokers (who aſperſe the Judges and 
Juries) would (if Money could do it) cor- 


pt both Judge and Jury, to carry their 
oint : And this Iaver, that no Application, 
Sollicitation, or Embracement of Juries; 
when Cauſes of that kind are depending, ate 
in behalf of the Pawnbrokers wanting, in 


order to carry their Point: yet, alas, theſe 


things will not do; forthe Man that ſeeks for 
Equity, muſt do Equity: therefore how can 


it be thought that a wicked Perſon can bring 


an honeſt impartial Jury into his iniquitous 

Way of thinking? And if the Pawnbrokers 
an prove that ever one Action was brought 

zgainſt any of their Brethren, without juſt 


Foundation for the ſame, I will take their 
Farts, and believe they are injured by the 
Fery Perſons that ought to ptotect them; 1 
nean, their Country. But as they are daily 
Sffcnding againſt the ſalutary Laws of this 
Singdom, they can expect nothing but Juſ- 
e to overtake them, when ever any of 


hem come into a Court of Judicature, 
My Reader may be ſurpriſed to hear ſuch 


cople exiſt, without being daily brought to 


ſtice. Therefore, to explain it, I will give 
B 2 a 


4 
N 
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a true and genuine Character of the Pawn- | 
brokers, as handed down by the Maſtcrs to 
their Apprentices. They are a Sctt of Men 
that never aſſociate themſelves with any 
other Tradeſmen, but have Clubs and Mect- 
ings amongſt themſelves, in different Parts 
of the Town, at which Mectings, the only 
Topic of their Converſation turns -upon 
their illicit Trade, how to invent new 
Schemes to grind the Face of the Poor, and | 
to prevent and avoid being puniſhed by the 
Laws of the Land; and if any Proſecution 
is ſet up againſt any of them, to defend their 
Brother in Iniquity out of the public Purſe. 
And this I ſpeak of my own Knowledge; 
for I know a Club of theſe Gentlemen, that 
conſiſts of upwards of 5o Members, and now 
have a Box of 3oo/. to defend any wicked 
Brother who ſhall have any Action or Pro- 
ſecution brought againſt him, | 

As I have ſaid enough to:convince the 
Public, rhat the great Abuſe and Scandal by 
the Pamphlet thrown upon the Judges and 


Jurics, doth now retort upon theſe honeſt, 
innocent, or rather wicked Pawnbrokers, 
I hall now proceed to prove, that they art 
Encouragers of Thieves, by receiving o 
{tolcr 


(5) 
ſtolen Goods, Have there not been ſeveral 
Perſons, under the Denomination of Pawn: 


* brokers, convicted of that Offence ? and o- 
* thers every Seſſions are try d, tho they have 
the good Luck by Dint of Money to ſoften 


the Proſecutors, and be acquitted; yet they 
are in the eye of their Country ſtill culpable. 
But, faith the Author of that Pamphlet, they 
are not Pawnbrokers, they are People that 
impoſe on the Public under that Denomina- 
tion; they never ſerved their time tq a Pawn- 
broker, they were neyer initiated into our 
Society, therefore we cannot anſwer for 
them. Now I would ask this fair Queſtion, 
Whether ſerving ſeven Years to a Thief will 
intitle a Man to rob, any more than a Man 
that commenced Thief without any Maſter 
or Captain of a Gang? Now, in my Think- 
ing, the only Difference that the Pawn- 
brokers make is this; that He, meaning the 
initiated Pawnbroker, will not own any 


. Perſon to belong to his Society that has not 


Senſe to practiſe his Wickedneſs without be- 
ing detected. And again, faith the Author, 
I muſt admit that ſome of our own Brethren 
have gone aſtray, and have been puniſhed 
for that very Crime of receiving ſtolen Goods. 

Tot, 
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Yet,” faith he, they are but few; and there- 
fore a number ought not to be condemned 


for two or three, and we are all honeſt 
Men that now follow that Buſineſs. So 
I apprehend he means that every Pawn- 
broker is literally in the Eye of the Law 
honeſt, until he is proved otherwiſe. ' But 
then let us examine his Neighbours, whe: 
ther, in their Opinion, a Pawnbroker is 
honeſt, that will lend to a Footman, a 
Porter, Runner to a Bagnio, or to a Whore 
Ten Guineas upon a Diamond Ring, &c. 
that is worth Fifty Guineas, without any 
Inquiry; and when ſuch a thing is adver- 
tiſed, never diſcover the ſame till the Thief 
is taken. I dare ſay their Opinion will be, 
that the Pawnbroker is in their mind cul. 
pable, though perhaps in the Letter of the 
Law he may eſcape with Impunity; for to 
prove that a Perſon receives ſtolen Goods, 
knowing them to be ſtole, is a difficult 

matter. ö | 
But, faith the Author, the Pawnbrokers 
are ſo far from being even accidental En- 
couragers of Thieves, that they are both 
accidentally and voluntarily the greateſt De. 
rectors of them in the whole Nation: That 
upon 


(7) 


Jupon their Evidence at the Old. Bailey, they 
Shave convincted more Thieves than any other 


Set of Tradeſmen, Therefore, faith the Au- 
Shor, the Pawnbrokers ought to be incou- 
Fagcd : And indeed, was this the Caſe, they 
pught to have the Thanks of all Courts. 
But I am afraid the contrary, upon ſuch 
Tryals, does always appear to the Judges 
and Jury, or elſe theſe Pawnbrokers would 
not be ſo ſeverely reprimanded by the 
udges at every Seſſions held at the Ola- 
Mailey, if they had done their Duty, nor 
would the many and learned Charges given 
Fro the reſpective Grand Juries, ever take 
otice of theſe Pawnbrokers as a Set of vile 
and wicked Men, were their Actions and 
D>calings juſt and honeſt. 
But how can their Actings and Dealings 
Pe juſt, be honeſt, who will lend Money 
pon any Goods, and to any Perſon, and 
pf any Age, and that without Examina- 
ion to whom the Property belongs, eſpe- 
Fially if the Goods are of ſmall Value? How 
fan theſe Men, I ſay, call themſelves volun- 
Fary Detectors of the Thieves, who daily 
Jend great Sums of Money to Strangers, 
ind upon ſuch Pledges as the Pawnbroker 


muſt 


Women of the Town, Runners to Bawdy- 


led to Deſtruction? The unthinking Youth i? 


N Fair, to rob his Maſter of th 


68.) 
muſt believe within himſelf not to be ho- 
neſtly come by; and upon the recommen- 
dation of whom, not of a ſubſtantial Houſe- 
keeper, or a Perſon of Credit and Reputa- 
tion, but upon the recommendation of a 
common Woman of the Town, or a Run- 
ner to a Bagnio, or a Potter to a ANR 
Table. 

For be it known to the Publick, that 
thoſe. honeſt Pawnbrokers, thoſe juſt and 
upright Men, who have ſerved their time 
to that Jaudable Buſt nels, and who will do 
no right and take no wrong, do keep! 
numbers of People in their Pay, ſuch as! 


I before have mentioned ; (to wit) common Ih 
L. 


1] 
al 


Houſes, and Bagnios, and Porters to Ga- 
ming Tables, and theſe arc their Plants, as 
they term them, by whoſe Means the 
Pawnbrokers enrich themſelves at the Ex 
pences, Deſtruction and Ruin of many Fa! 
milies, and even by the loſs of Life in ma 
ny Caſes; for by thoſe Egines ſet to work 
how many unwary Men of all Ages, art 2 
JE 


ſeduced by the bewitching Wiles of tho 


0 


DI 
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Koods committed to his Care, and bring 
nie fame to her, who immediately ſends 
em to her Brother in Iniquity the Pawn- 
roker, who adyances Money upon them. 
an: he Money being ſpent, the unhappy 
outh is obliged to act the fame Scene again, 
ind again, till at laſt he is dereQed, and 
an Enquiry made what is become of the 
oods. The poor dcluded Youth with 
orror confeſſes his Crime to his injured 
1 do Naſter, and that he carried the Goods to ſuch 
Lady; who being called to give an account 
h as f thoſe Goods which ſhe had received from 
monhe Apprentice, ſhe (being tutored by her 
wdy- riend the Pawnbroker) denies ſhe ever 
Aw thc Youth before, and that ſhe will 
ke her Oath of the ſame, and that her 
rvants can witneſs there never were any 
Ich Goods in her Houſe. By ſuch Con- 
| ivances as theſe, the Maſter is injured, the 
Fervant ruined, and the fine Lady and her 
Woneſt Friend the Pawnbroker trium- 
Mantly ſhare the Spoil. It may indeed be 
;Wbjctcd, that there is Danger of a Dif 


f th&overy from the Perſon who pledged the 
th Poods; to which I anſwer, that if the Per- 


ood was to make a Diſcovery, the honeſt 
Cc Pawnbroker 
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Pawnbroker acquits himſelf, by ſaying, I 
had the Goods from ſuch a Lady, who has 
been my . Neighbour ſeveral Years, and to . 
whom I. have lent at times 1000 J. and | 
upwards; therefore thought I might ſafely 
lend her a Trifle upon a Watch, a Ring, ll 
or Piece of Silk, &c. well knowing that 

ſhe is Miſtreſs of ſuch like things, and that 
they are ſuitable to her Character, and 
Wearing. I fay, were this to be the Caſe 
(though it ſeldom happens) the Pawnbroker 
then ſeemingly bullies the Lady his Neigh- 
bour for impoſing upon him, and with 
Joy conſents to give Evidence againſt her; 
but when her Trial comes, by the Pawn- 
broker's favourable Evidence, or Equiyo. 
cation in his Teſtimony, the Priſoner is 
acquitted, to the great Encouragement of 
all their Accomplices. As this is often the 
Caſe, are not theſe Set of People as bad . 
in the Meaning and Deſign of the Law, 
as the Perſon who receives the Goods 
from the very Thief himſelf, knowing the 
Goods to be ſtolen? How many Tradeſ- 
men arc ruined, and become Bankrupts, 
by the Machines and Contrivances of the 


Gameſters and Pawnbrokers ? The firſt in- 
tice 


(7) 
ice the ignorant Man to play, and win 
is Money; after which it is whiſpered in 
he loſing Gameſter's Ear by one of the 
Pawnbroker's Setters, That he can help 
Sim to Money upon his Watch; Ge which 
e unthinking Man rcadily agrees to, in 
opes to recover his Loſs.” Bur that Money 
cing likewiſe gone, he departs full of 
Sorrow, and whilſt he is reflecting on what 
1s happened, he is accoſted by the very 
*erſon who had his Watch © ro” pawn, in 
he following manner: Dear Sir, am very 
ſorry for your Misfortune this Night, but 
* I hope you will have better luck the next 
time, and if there are any Services that I 
can do, you may command your humble 
Servant; if you ſhould want Money upon 
Goods at any time, you ſhall have it from 
my Friend.“ The ſeeming kind Offer of 
his Deceiver induces the unthinking Man 
o confide in him, and from time to time 
elivers him Goods to pledge, and loſes the 
oney, till all is gone and he is ruined 
nd undone; and if his Dealings were con- 
iderable, a Commiſſion of Bankruptcy is 
ot only awarded againſt him, but perhaps 
gainſt ſome of his juſt Creditors, for 
| C 2 want 
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want of their being paid by him their honeſt 
Demands. So through the Contriyance of 
the Pawnbrokers and their Accomplices, 
many Families are ruined in this particular. 
But hark ; 1 hear the Pawnbrokers cry 
aloud, Les falſe, we never care to deal with 
ſuch Tradeſmen as we are apprehenſive will 
be Bankrupts, let we ſhould lotc our 
Money, or be obliged: to take only 5 per 
Cent. per Annum for the ſame, under the 

Commiſſion of Bankruptcy, To clcar this 
Point, that every Perſon” may underſtand 
how the Pawnbrokers act in relation to the 
Pledges they have of ſuch Tradeſmen, will 
beſt appear by the following Caſe. A the 
Tradeſman frequents Gaming-Tables, and 
loſes above 10 J. at one time, or 400 J. 
in a Year; and being obliged: from time 
to time to delivet to B, the Runner to the 
Gaming Table, Goods to pledge, which 
Goods B pledges with C the Pawnbroker 
and ſome time after A is declared a Bank 
rupt, B by the Order of C goes to 
to acquaint him, that if upon his Exami: 
nation before the Commiſſioners, he the 
faid Bankrupt ſhould diſcover the . 
delivered to B, and by him pledged d. to C 
that 


(13) 
that then he the ſaid B will prevent 4 
from having his. Certificate. Now poor 4 
the Bankrupt is put to greater Difficulty 
than before, by the Conttivance of the. 
Pawnbroker and his Collcague; for if he, 
is honeſt, and diſcovers where the Goods are 
and for what, then he will never 


| have his Certificate; or if he conceals tlie 


ſame upon his Examination, the Offence 
is Death. What is to be done in this Cafe'z 
Why, fays his Friend B, make no Diſcos 
very ; who can betray you? no Perſon living 
but my ſelf; and you may depend the Sc- 
cret {hall be inyiolably kept by me, for it is 
mine and my Friend the Pawnbroker's Inv 
tereſt, to protect and defend you; and by 
that means you will have your Certificate, 
and be as good a Man as ever you were bes 
fore, and the Pawnbroker will be always 
your Friend. So by fuch threatning Pers 


ſuaſions, Intreaties, and fair Promiſes of 


that wicked Man, the poor Tradeſman is 
not only gulled out of his Goods and Me» 
ney, and ruined as to his Credit and Re 
patation, but alſo induced by the Pawm 
broker and his Agents, to damn his pode 
Soul to ſercen their Villany. 


The 
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The Pawnbrokers triumphantly tell you, 
that there have been many and frequent 
Street-Robberies of late committed in and 
about London and Weſtminſter,” and none 
of theſe Goods pledged with initiated Pawn- 
brokers; yet the initiated Pawnbrokers can- 
not infer from that, nor will they pretend! 
to ſay, that they are intirely innocent of rel 
cciving ſtolen Goods. Were they, or were 

they not initiated Pawnbrokers who lent 

Money on the Goods ſtolen from an honour? 
able Gentleman, for which the poor Valet 
de Chambre lately ſuffered ? Why did they, 
before the Juſtice of Peace, equivocate and 
deny the Goods, until they were threatned 
with a Commitment ? N "21.98 
Did any of the initiated Pawnbrokees3 . 
upon the Advertiſement from Briſtol, give 
themſelves any Trouble to ſtop the Goods par- 
ticularly mentioned and deſcribed in the ſame? 
And yet, between the Advertiſement, and the 
Apprehenſion of a ſuſpected Perſon, ſeveral 
of the Fraternity had taken in part of theſe 
Goods as Pledges, which has been ſince diſ- 

covered, but not. by the Pawnbrokers. As 
there were daily and frequent Inſtances of 
the like Nature happening without any Dif 


covery 
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covery being made by them, I therefore ſubs 
mit to the Judgment of the Public, whether 
the Pawnbrokers are not tacitely within the 
Intent and Meaning of the Statute Law, ag 
Receivers of ſtolen - Goods, knowing them 
to be ſtole, as well as the Encouragers of 
Thieves, ; | 

As it appears from what has been ſaid, 
that the Pawnbrokers are great Encouragers 
of Thieves in receiving of ſtolen Goods, we 
will now conſider how they diſpoſe of the 
Goods ſo received; and as the Pawnbrokers 
deal in various ſorts of Goods, ſo they have 
different Ways to diſpoſe of them. Their 
wearing Apparel they diſpoſe of to their 
good Friends and Allies the Fripperers, and 
not to the public Dealers, who ſell and diſtri- 
bute the Goods in Monmouth- Street, and 
other public Places, as mentioned in the ſaid 
Pamphlet; and thoſe Fripperers are a Set of 
Pcople originally initiated with the Pawn- 
brokers, whoſe Buſineſs it is to buy wearing 
Apparel of all kinds, to diſtribute them in 
Countries remote from London: nay, it has 
been known, that rhey have carricd great 


Quantities of ſuch Goods to foreign Parts. So 
that if all ſuch Goods fo fold to the Frip- 


peter, 
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perer, by the Pavnbrokes: were Holen, it 
is next toan Impoſſibility to make a Diſco- 
very thereof. As to the Watches, Jewels, 
Plate, ec. the Pawnbrakers have particular 
Refiners, Jewellers, 2 Warelutakets, oor 


My ſecond Propoſition was, That — Pawn: | 


brokers at preſent act in open Defiance of the 
Laws of this Nation. I admit that it is no Of. 
fence againſt the Law to receive a Pledge, or 
Pawn, (as Security for Money lent) from the 
lawful Owner, or from a Perſon deputed by 
him, if the Game is reſtored upon Paymeut 
of the Money lent, with lawful Intereſt for 
the fame : but if the Pawnbroker ſhouts re- 
fuſe to deliver the Pledge, without having 
301. per Cent. that Perſon muſt be deemed 


an Offender ab initio. 


I ſhall therefore in this Place diſcover to 


the Public, what Intereſt the Pawnbrokers 
take, in their different Ways of calculating 
it, and leave the Pawnbroker himſelf to judge 
whether he doth not make above 9/. per Ct. 
per Annum of his Money, clear, over and 
above being paid ſor his Trouble, Care, In- 
duſtry, Servants Wages, Cc. and all this out 
of the daily Labour of the induſtrious Poor, 
and Spoils of Mankiud in general. | 

5 Te 
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it is admitted in the ſaid Pamphlet, that: 
the Pawnbrokers. take ſometimes 20/4. per 
Cent.. per. Ann. and ſometimes 30 l. per Ct. 
by way of Intereſt, under the ſpecious Titles 
of Care, Trouble, Servants Wages, and 
Warchouſe- room. But then, ſay they, our 
dead Stock ſi uks the ſame to 9/. per Cent. 
upon aut Capital; and this they venture ta 
atteſt on Oath, or by their Books. Now, 
if it can be demonſtrated, that upon their 
running Stock, they take ſeveral kinds of 
Intereſts, vi. 32, 64, and 210 /. per Cent. 
per Annum, it will then far exceed what the 
Pawnbroker avers to be true, and inſtead of 
91. per Cent. per Ann. upon the Return of 
the whole Stock, for Intereſt, Care, and La- 
bour, G c. they will have at leaſt 2 J. per 
Cent. per Ann. upon their whole Capital, 
over and above the legal Intereſt, Care, 
Trouble, &c. However, in the firſt place, 8 
I will endcavour to explain the different In- 
tereſt taken by them; and tho I may not be 
ſo nice in my Calculation as I ought. to be, 
asto the Sums,yet, for the Mcthod and Man- 
ner of taking the ſeveral Intereſts, I appeal to 
all poor unfortunate People who have paid 
the ſame to Pawnbrokers, if what I here af- 
| Car ſert 
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ſert is not true. As to the 32 J. per Cent. 


per Ann. A borrows of B on a Pledge 205. 


for which he is to pay 6 d. per Month; the 


honeſt Pawnbroker has his Lunar Months to 


be paid his Intereſt by, ſo there are only 28 
Days to the Month, or 13 Months in the 
Year, which I think makes 32 J. per Cent. 


per Ann. As to the 64. L. per Cent. per Ann. 


it is taken in this manner: pledges with 
B his Goods on the 28th of December, and 
redeems the ſame the 2d of March, and for 
the Money borrowed, A is to pay 6 d. per 
Month; but when he comes to redeem the 
ſame, B obliges him to pay for four Months 


inſtead of two, by reckoning December, Ja- 


uuary, February, and March, tho there are 
but two whole Months expired. This in- 


deed appears to be a Fraud; yet for the Truth 


. thereof, I appeal to the neceſſitous Poor, if 


they, to their Sorrow, have not paid it. 
As to the 2 10. per Cent. per Ann. it is taken 
in this Manner: A borrows of B one Shil- 
ling, on his Coat, on Monday, and redeems 
it on Saturday, for which he pays, as Inte- 
reſt, one Halfpenny ; then pawns it again 
from Week to Week for a Year ; the Pawn- 
broker has at the End of the Year, for the 


Loan 


. 
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Loan of one Shilling, two Shillings and two 
pence Intereſt, which is 2 10. per Cent. per 
Ann, Suppoſe then, a Pawnbroker's capi- 
tal Stock in Trade is 3000 J. and that it is 
returned twice in a Year, which amounts to 
OOO. a Year Returns; I do ſay, the Pawn. 
broker, by this Method of taking of Intereſt, 
by the Deliveries, and by the Sale of Goods, 
doth make 25 7, per Cent. per Ann. upon 
the Capital, over and above legal Intereſt 
for his Money, and the neceſſary Expences 
of Houſe-rent and Servants Wages, Loſſes, 
&c. The Amount of Intexcſt is 1500 J. per 
Ann. taken upon the 3000 J. capital Stock 
in Trade, out of which is to be deducted 
150/. as the Intereſt of the 3000 J. and al- 
low to the Pawnbroker for Houſe-rent, Ser- 
yants Wages, Horſes ſtanding at Livery, Mo- 
ney given as Preſents, and Chriſtmas-Box, 
and to defray expenſive Law-Suits, and other 
Charges incident to his Buſineſs 00 J. there 
remains then 750. to keep himſelf and 
Family, and to lay up for Poſterity; which 
is 25 J. per Cent. per Ann. by his own Ca. 
culation. : 
This is monſtrous indeed, that Pawnbro- 


ken — in open Detiance of the ſalutary 
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Law made againſt Uſury, not only declare 
to the Public that they take 20 and 30 J. per 
Cent. per Ann. Intereſt, but alſo to inſult 
the Community, by ſaying, that tho' they 
do violate the Letter of the Law, yet they 
do not injure the Spirit and Deſign of that 
Law; and with a Sneer fay, if a -Jot or a 
Tittle of that Law is literally violated, it 
ought to be forgiven. - This I grant ro be 
true, that Men may offend the Letter of the 
Law, and not violate the Intent and Mean- 
ing thereof; and in ſuch Caſes, every. Of- 


fender ought to be forgiven: And indeed, 


ſuch Offenders are forgiven, for the learned 
Judges, who are the Expoſitors of all penal 
Laws, always conſtrue the ſame in favour of 
the Subject, when it appears that the Defen- 
dant has literally offended, without any pri- 


vate or ſiniſter View to himſelf. Therefore 


Perſons wilfully offending againſt a known 
Law, and that for the Sake of Lucre and 
Gain, ought not they to be puniſhed to the 
utmoſt Rigour of the Law; and the more ſo, 
When they wantonly declare the ſame to 
the Public? 

But let us conſider the Reaſon that induces 
theſe Pawnbrokers to triumph over that 
af» . wholeſome 


hs 


(2x) 
wholeſome and ſalutary Law, the Statute 
made againſt Uſury and Extortion: | 

What, Mr. Pawnbroker, . have you found 
Loop-holes in-the Statute, that you ſo wan- 
tonly play with it? Yes, I ſee you have, 
and therefore will take upon me to deelare 
your Thoughts of the ſame to the Public; 
and if what both you and I think to be de- 
fective in that Statute, ſhonld in the Eyes 
of our wiſe Legiſlature be ſo found, it is to 
be hoped that an Amendment will be _ 
to the ſame. 229 | 

There appears to be two Defects in the 
penning of that Statute; Firſt, chat Offen- 
ders againſt that Law cannot be indicted at 
the r. en Offence com- 
mitted. = 2765919013 $:5$232d 

Secondly, that the penalty to be recovered 
is three times the Sum of Money lent, and 
that, by Bill, Plaint, or Information in any 
of her Majefty's Courts of Record at Meſt. 
minſter. But the Words, Coſts of _ are 
not inlerted. _ 

Now, faith the Pawnbroker, 1 defy what 
Man can dounto me upon this Statute ; for 
[ will never lend unto one Perſon above the 
Sum of 10% and when repaid, . I'll take 


what 


(22) 
what Intereſt I plcaſe for the fame, and lee 
him ſue me upon the Statute of Uſury q for 
I know very well, that he'll be Money out of 
Pocket when he has done: I can, faith the 
Pawnbroker, (if convicted in that Action) 
pay 30. only; out of which, the Crown is 
entitled to 15. and he, the Plaintiff, to the 
other 151. and it will coſt the Proſecutor 
17. to try the Cauſe; ſo, the Plaintiff will 
be 2/. out of his Pocket, Beſides, the 
Pawnbrokers in general do contribute to- 
wards the Expences in defending all Actions 
upon the Statute of Uſury. When I ſay 
the Pawnbrokers in general, I mean thoſę 
that have ſerycd their Time to the Buſineſs, 
or been otherwiſe initiated into the ſamq, 
becauſe there are Men that follow that Bu- 
ſineſs in as extenſive a manner as the regular 
Pawnbrokers; yet when any Action 8 
bronght againſt theſe Interlopers, as they are 
termed, they muſt defend their own Caules;; 
ſo it is plain, that for want of Remedy. by 
Bill of Indictment at the Quarter-Seſſions, 
and for want of Coſts of Suit upon Actions 
brought upon that Statute, the Pawabrokers 
act as they pleaſe, and take what Intereſt they 


pleaſe upon all: ſmall Sums, not exceeding 
ever 


(23) 
ever 10 or 15 l. principal Money lent z by 
which means they have an Opportunity to 
enrich themſelves by oppreſſing the Poor 
and Needy, to the great Detriment of Trade 
in general, and the Deſtruction and Ruin of 
ſeveral Families. 

But it may be asked, why the Pledger 
will ſuffer himſclf to be impoſed upon, and 
why he doth not remedy himſelf, by ten- 
dering the principal Money lent and legal 
Intereſt, and upon Tender, and a Refuſal, 


to bring an Action of Trover againſt the 
Broker ? 


To which I anſwer, The Broker will not 
lend any Money upon a Pledge, if the 
Pleuger has a Friend preſent ; and when he 
comes to redeem his Pledge, the Broker 
will deny it, if any Perſon be preſent when 
demanded, The Reaſon for ſuch Acting, 
the Pawnbrokers themſelves have told you; 
that it is to prevent any Action which might 
be brought againſt them. So, it plainly ap- 
pears by their own Words, that the Pledger 
muſt pay them what Intereſt they demand, of 
loſe the Pledge, So, Pledges redeemed, or 
not redeemed, is equal to the Pawnbroker, 
who can plead prime Occupance and Pre- 

ſcription 


(24) 


ſcription of near two Centuries, in their 


own Behalf: for, by their preſcriptive Rights, 
and according to their known and public Or- 


ders fix d in their Shops (in the Words fol- 
lowing) to wit, All Goods, Plate, Jewels, 
c. pledged here, if not redeemed in 15 
Months from the time of pledging, will be 
* ſold without further Notice: the Brokers 
do ſell the Goods ſo pledged, purſuant to 
that Notice, without any Account to the 
Pledger. If the unfortunate Man neglects to 
redeem them, or refuſe to pay their exorbi- 
tant Demand, by way of Intereſt, yet this 
is done by thoſe honeſt and fair-dealing Men, 
who exclaim againſt all Judges and Jurics for 
being prejudiced againſt them. 

But why are they not puniſhed for refu- 
ſing to produce the Goods ſo pledged * Be- 


cauſe the Laws are deficient in that Point; 


for, notwithſtanding what 1s laid down in 
Salkeld's Reports, that an Indictment would 
lie againſt a Pawnbroker for refuſing to pro- 


. duce the Goods pledged to him, upon the 


Money's being tendercd ; yet the Pawnbros 
kers, to their great Joy, have found it not to 
be Law, upon a Demurrer adjudged very 
lately in the Kings Bench. 

Why 


| 
| 
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Why then ſhould the Pawnbrokers be ſo 
very deſirous to have a limited Time to ſell 
the Goods ſo pledged ? ſince they ſell them 
at their own Time, and that without ever 
being puniſhed for the ſame. But if it ſhould 
happen; that a Pawobroker is taken napping, 
and has an Action of Trover brought againſt 
him once in every Term; what is it? No- 
thing, in Compariſon of the many Pledges 
taken in by cach Pawnbroker every Vear; for 
if their Calculation is true, a Pawnbroker of 
a (mall Run of Buſineſs takes in 14400 di- 
ſlinct Pledges in a Vcar, (Sundays excepted :) 
I ay, what arc four Actions in one whole 
Year againſt any Perſon that knowingly 
breaks the Laws. 50 times every Day in the 
Year? And ſhould the Pawnbroker be caſt in 
all the four Actions, yet he is not a Loſer, 
becauſe what he makes by the Sale of theſe 
Goods, ſufficiently pays his Law Expences , 
becauſe by their own Admiſſion, they never 
lend above half the Value of periſhable 
Goods, and two Thirds upon Plate Watches, 

8 
To conclude this Head: The Buſineſs of 
Pawnbroking, as now exerciſed by the Pawn- 
brokers, is deſtructive, oppreſſive, and in- 
5 E n jurious 


(26) 
jurious to the Public in general, and inſtead 
of bcing a Bencfit to rhe honeſt, induftrious, 
and laborious Poor, by lending them ſmall 
Sums upon Pledges, to enable them to carry 
on their Trade to ſupport themſelves and 
Families, it is their Ruin. By the quick Re- 
turns that are made by theſe poor People, 
the very Profit on their Labour and Induſtry 
20 to theſe Pawnbrokers for Intereſt ; for 
from what has been already ſaid, it does 

manifeſtly appear, that the Pawnbroker takes 
of theſe poor laborious People, 210 /. 15 
Cent. per Annum. 

Again: That Buſineſs is the Encourager 
of Vices, ſuch as Drinking, Whoring, and 
Gaming, For if you have Goods to pawn to 
gratify any of theſe Inclinations, there is no 
fear of Money; the Servants, Attendants, 
and Waiters at the different Places, will get 
you Money on your Goods. Now, if there 
were noPawnbrokers, you could not have 
Moncy upon your Goods. But then, ſay 
the Pawnbrokers, they would be ſold; and 
that is worſe. I cannot ſay ſo; becauſe 
great many People would ſooner forſake 
their darling Vices than expoſe them 
elves by Sale of their Goods; nor are man) 


Perſons 
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ati Perſons fond of buying ſecond-hand Goods, 
rry I unleſs it is a Set of Men called Fripperers 
ind or Brokers, who want as much Regula- 
Re- tion as the Pawnbrokers. 
dle, That Pawnbrokers do at this gon en- 
try courage the very Youth in Vice, and 
for Wickedneſs, by lending them Money upon 
oes their Clothes, without the privity of their 
kes Parents; and as this is a Fact, I have the 
per Parents Leave to relate it. A certain noted 
initiated Pawnbroker, not 500 Yards from 
Covent-Garden, lent a Child (not 13 Ycars 
of Age) one Shilling upon his Hat, and 
the Boy went away bare-headed: Sure the 
Broker muſt know that he pledged his 
Hat without the Knowledge of his Parents, 
and that the Money ſo lent, mult pe for 
the Boy's private Uſe, either to Game with, 
vel or to get Drunk: Who is to blame molt, 
Gay] che Pawnbroker or the Boy, for this Ot. 
and fence? 
ſe of The private . ſeem to be 
ſake much alarmed at a Bill now depending in 
zem the Honourable Houſe of Commons, in- 
zany titled, 4 Bill more effectualiy to prevent 
lo! _ — of ſtolen Goods, by the re- 
Mee E 2 gulating 
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gulating of Pawnbrokers : But whether 
they are 'afraid of being put under ſuch a 
| Regulation as will make them . ſerviceable 
to the Public, and' check their iniquitous 
Practices; or that they will be laid under 
ſach Reſtrictions, as not to be able to exerciſe 
the Buſineſs without leſſening their Gains; 
J know not: Yet this I ſee; they are much 
afraid of the Charitable Corporation, and 
do imagine that the Members of that Body 
are in ſome meaſure intereſted in ſollicit- 
ing of that Bill. However, be it as it will, 
the Publick in general cry out for a Regina 
lation of private Pawnbrokers. 
And wherever there is a univerſal Com- 
plaint againſt any Trade, Buſineſs, Occu- 
pation, or Calling, there muſt be ſome Op- 
preſſion in the ſame, for the' Foundation 
of that Complaint. Now as the many In- 
juries occaſioned by the Buſineſs of private 
Pawnbroking, in ſome meaſure are ex- 
plained, it is to be hoped that the Legiſla. 
ture will, in their great Wiſdom, ena& 
ſuch ſalutary Laws, as will, for the future, 
relieve the Poor againſt their Oppreſſions. 


And 


DL - 
And if the private Pawnbrokers ſhould 
be deemed neceſſary, and that as their Time, 
Trouble, and Labour, ought to be con- 
idered, as well as Artificers of any other 
Occupation, Trade, or Calling; ſuppoſe 
hey were upon an Average allowed 104 
ver Cent. per Annum, and Liberty to ſell 
at a limited time, upon their accounting 
ind [with the Pledger for the Overplus, if not 
dy Nredeemed; and if the Pawnbroker ſhould 


eit- Hake above 10 per Cent. per Annum, or 
in Din Proportion for a ſhorter End, to forfeit 
- whe: as with 


gu- hree times the Value of the Money lent, 
ovich Coſts of Suit, to be recovered by 
om. Indictment at the Quarter Seſſions of the 
u- Neace: And allo if the Pawnbroker ſhould 


Op- Nrefuſe to produce the Pawn, upon tender- 


tion Hing the Money lent, and Intereſt, to for. 
In- Ifeit in proportion to the Value of ſuch 
vate Goods pledged, with Coſts of Suit, the 
ex- ſame to be recoyered by Bill of Indictment 
+0. ſat the Quarter Seſſions of the Peace, and 
e. the Evidence of the Pledger to be ſuf- 
ture ficient to convict the ſaid Pawnbroker, if 
18. Ihe the ſaid Pawnbroker ſhould on the Trial 
of that Indictment, refuſe to produce his 
And [Books of Entries. 
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